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About Us

At Blue Skies School, we believe in unlocking the full
potential of every learner. We are a specialist school
dedicated to supporting high-functioning autistic
students, providing a nurturing and inclusive
environment where individuality is celebrated, and
achievements are unlimited.

Our mission is to inspire confidence, resilience, and a
lifelong love of learning. We offer a tailored curriculum
that combines academic excellence with the
development of social, emotional, and life skills,
empowering students to thrive both in school and
beyond.

With a passionate team of skilled educators and support
staff, we work closely with families and the wider
community to create a personalised learning experience.
Together, we ensure that every student’s unique
strengths and needs are met, fostering a sense of
. belonging and preparing them for a fulfilling future. At
Blue Skies School, the horizon is filled with
opportunities, and we’re committed to helping every
student soar.
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It is our aim to provide a caring and inclusive environment, where students can enjoy learning and
achieve not only academically, but also socially, whilst developing their personal qualities and
interests. We aim to equip our students with skills for the future to enable them to live happy and
fruitful lives. We will strive to ensure that we all reach our full potential, have high expectations and
mutual respect for each other and our environment.

Our Values at Blue Skies School

Mission Statement

At Blue Skies School, we are dedicated to creating a nurturing, inclusive environment that empowers |

children and young people with special educational needs to thrive. Our core values include:

« Maximising Potential: We support each pupil to achieve their full potential in learning and

social development, both within the school and the wider community.

e Inclusive Education: We are committed to delivering teaching and learning in the most

inclusive and accessible environment possible.

o Collaborative Partnerships: We work closely with parents, carers, families, and

professionals to ensure the best outcomes for every pupil.

o Aspiration: We set high expectations for all pupils, aiming to raise educational standards and

foster lifelong success. ,
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e Holistic Support: Our multidisciplinary team ensures access to high-quality teaching, resources, and facilities tailored to individual needs.

o Professional Development: We prioritise the growth and development of our staff, recognising their vital role in the educational journey.
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Our Aims

Blue Skies School aims to provide every pupil with the skills, confidence, and support

needed to lead fulfilling, independent lives. To achieve this, we strive to:

Foster Personal Value: Promote self-confidence, self-esteem, and a sense of personal

" worth in every pupil.

. Create a Safe, Stimulating Environment: Provide a secure, happy, yet challenging

setting where pupils feel supported to grow.

Develop Independence: Prepare pupils for active lives in society, fostering autonomy

and independence wherever possible.

Deliver a Personalised Curriculum: Offer a broad, balanced, and relevant curriculum,

carefully differentiated to meet the unique needs of each pupil.

Partner with Stakeholders: Work collaboratively with the Local Authority and other

stakeholders to enhance outcomes for pupils.

Focus onthe Whole Child: Address the physical, emotional, developmental, social, and

spiritual needs of every pupil.

Support and Value Staff: Recognise and celebrate the essential contributions of our

staff in shaping pupils’ educational experiences.
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Our objectives guide the way we work and reflect our commitment to excellence in

Key Objectives

education for young people with autism and other special educational needs:
« Remove or reduce barriers to learning, empowering pupils to succeed.

o Support the development of effective communication and social interaction
skills.

« Help pupils adaptto and embrace change.

« Encourage positive behaviour management and equip pupils to navigate

challenges.

e Provide a calm, supportive learning environment that maximises opportunities

for success.

« Workin close partnership with parents, carers, and other professionals to build

a strong support network.

o Prepare pupils for each stage of their development and for the opportunities,

responsibilities, and experiences of adult life.

o« Ensure access to a broad, balanced curriculum aligned with the National
Curriculum, adapted to meet the diverse needs of our pupils.
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School Admissions Criteria and Admissions Process

Admissions Criteria

At Blue Skies School, we are dedicated to providing a supportive and inclusive environment for children and young people with special
educational needs. Admission to our school is carefully considered to ensure that we can meet the individual needs of each pupil effectively.

Eligibility for Admission
To be considered for admission to Blue Skies School, applicants must meet the following criteria:

1. Educational Health and Care Plan (EHCP):
o Pupils must have an active EHCP in place, identifying specific educational, social, and developmental needs.
2. Special Educational Needs:
o The pupil may have traits of Autism or a diagnosis of Autism
o May have other identified needs such as ADHD or Social, Emotional, Mental health needs.
o May have specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia.
o  Will benefit from the schools small, therapeutic and relational approach to education and learning
3. Age Range:
o Blue Skies School caters to pupils aged 11-25.
4. Placement Suitability:
o Our Senior Leadership Team will assess whether the school can provide the appropriate level of support, resources, and
interventions to meet the pupil’s individual needs upon receiving the consultation.
o Thisincludes consideration of the pupil’s ability to benefit from the inclusive learning environment and their compatibility with the
needs of other pupils.
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Admissions Process

1. Referral:
e Referrals are typically made by the Local Authority (LA) following consultation with parents/carers and professionals involved in the child’s care and
education.

2. Review of EHCP:

e The EHCP and supporting documentation (such as professional reports, assessments, or medical diagnoses) will be reviewed by the school’s admissions
panel.

3. Consultation and Assessment:
e Families and pupils will be invited to visit the school to meet staff, view facilities, and discuss the pupil’s specific needs.
e Additional taster sessions (Observation and Assessment visits) will be booked with the family and conducted by the school’s team to ensure suitability.
4. Decision:
e Decisions are made in collaboration with the Local Authority, parents/carers, and professionals to ensure Blue Skies School is the most appropriate
placement for the pupil.
5. Transition Planning:

e Once aplacementis confirmed, a personalised transition plan will be developed to support the pupilin adapting to their new environment.

Exclusions from Admissions

Blue Skies School is unable to offer placements to pupils whose needs fall outside the expertise or resources of the school, such as:
e Pupils without an EHCP.

¢ Pupils whose needs require a different specialist provision that Blue Skies School cannot provide.

Further Information

For detailed information about the admissions process or to arrange a visit, please contact our admissions team at:
e Phone: 01634 357770

e Email: admissions@blueskiesschool.uk



mailto:admissions@blueskiesschool.uk

Our Curriculum

At Blue Skies School, we believe in delivering a dynamic and personalised curriculum
designed to inspire, empower, and prepare our pupils for life beyond education. Our
curriculum is built around the principles of fostering independence, purpose, and fulfilment,
ensuring every pupil can reach their full potential.

Y Individualised Learning

We recognise that every pupil is unique, and our approach to education reflects this. By
tailoring lessons and activities to meet individual needs, strengths, and aspirations, we place
pupils at the centre of their own learning journey. This personalised approach allows pupils to
build confidence, develop autonomy, and pursue their goals in a way that is meaningful to
them.

A Holistic Approach
Our curriculum extends beyond the classroom, encompassing a blend of:

« Engaging Classroom Instruction: Functional and academic skills are taught through innovative and relevant lessons.
« Community Engagement: Pupils participate in real-world experiences that develop social skills and foster a sense of belonging.
« Social Experiences: Activities are designed to build relationships, promote teamwork, and encourage emotional well-being.

This holistic approach ensures that pupils are supported academically, socially, and emotionally, creating a strong foundation for lifelong
learning.
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Focus on Key Skills for Adulthood

Our Curriculum

We are committed to equipping pupils with the essential skills they need to thrive as adults. These include:

« Functional Skills: Practical applications of literacy, numeracy, and digital literacy for everyday life.

« Work-Readiness: Vocational training, employability skills, and work experience opportunities.

« Independent Living: Personal development in areas such as self-care, budgeting, and decision-
making.

« Community Participation: Skills to engage with society as active, responsible citizens.

_. High Expectations, Lifelong Success

; At Blue Skies School, we set high expectations for every pupil, fostering a
culture of ambition and achievement. By promoting confidence, self-
esteem, and emotional resilience, we ensure that pupils are not only
prepared for the next stage of their journey but are also empowered to

.. contribute positively to society.

= Our curriculum aspires to GCSE outcomes for students in core subjects of Maths, English, IT and Science so
¢ that accessing further education or employment is a realistic possibility. However, we recognise that

.71 students come to us with a range of abilities, talents and interests, and as such, we offer a flexible

currlculum that allows students to pursue their passions and interests whilst focusing on core life skills
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Our Vision for Every Pupil

Our Curriculum

We strive for all pupils to become:

» Successful Learners: Motivated
and engaged in lifelong learning.

« Confident Individuals: Equipped
with self-belief and the skills to
overcome challenges.

« Responsible Citizens: Actively
participating in and contributing to
their communities.

o Independent Adults: Prepared
for the opportunities and
responsibilities of adult life.

By delivering a curriculum that balances
academic, practical, and personal
development, Blue Skies School
ensures that every pupil can thrive in a
supportive and inclusive environment.
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Our School day runs from 9am — 3pm. Students have a morning break of 20 minutes, and their lunch break is an hour with lunch time clubs. A

The School Day

packed lunch will be required each day. Facilities are available for students to make hot food, such as the use of a kettle, toaster and microwave
which is supervised by staff — promoting independent functional life skills. On Fridays there is the option of purchasing a cooked lunch which is

cooked by the students, which will be eaten communally to foster a sense of community and belonging for all. The cost of this is £3.50.

Safeguarding

Keeping our students safe is our top priority, ensuring they have the
best possible opportunity for a positive and successful future.

All our staff are trained to report and support safeguarding concerns,
working closely with families and relevant agencies on a case-by-
case basis.

If you need to raise a safeguarding concern outside school hours,
please contact us via email at:
safeguarding@blueskiesschool.co.uk.

. For more information, please refer to our Child Protection and
Safeguarding Policy, which can be found on our website.
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Contact Us
Telephone Number:
01634 357770
Please note our office is manned between 8.30-3:30. Remvinl N RS @ The Service @@ ' 6
If you cannot get through to us please leave a message on our 126 Maidstone Rd, Chatham ME4 Directions .§
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